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families, and whatever the extent of land which the inhabitants
thought proper to cultivate. In that year the net revenue amounted
to Rs. 1547. 8. o or ^"154, 153. od.; in 1851-52 the net-revenue
from the tribe in the Mfldr Hills, and from that portiori of it- in
Northern Ca"cha>, amounted to Rs. 3095. 4, o or ^309, IDS. 6d.
The chief cultivation consists of cotton and rice grown byjiiming,
fresh land being taken up every two or three years. The people live
in solitary huts or in small hamlets, with from five to thirty individuals
in each house. It is'stated that many families herd together in
the same house, in order to avoid paying .the house tax. The
villages are generally situated in the midst of dense jungle, their
sites being changed every two or three years, when fresh land is
taken up for cultivation. The houses are clean and healthy in
appearance, and very picturesque. They are of extremely simple
structure, and are invariably built on a huge bamboo platform
(chang), raised some ten or twelve feet from the ground, on bamboo
or wooden posts with supports cros'sing in every direction, and
approached by a ladder or a pole cut into steps. At night the steps
are removed, in order to prevent the ingress of wild beasts. The
whole building consists of one large room, which varies in size
according to the number of families residing in it The Mfkfrs
belong to no caste, and eat and drink anything that is palatable
without scruple. Their religious belief appears to be confined to
a dread of evil spirits, who, they consider, are ever roving about to
do them harm, and are only to be propitiated by sacrifice. On the
appearance of an epidemic disease they have recourse to sacrifices;
and if they cannot appease the wrath of the deity by this means,
they leave their houses and property, and retire to the densest
forests, closing all communication with their former habitations.
In 1834-35 cholera raged throughout the hills to such an extent
that there was hardly a Mikir village which did not remove to a new
site. Vishnuvite religious instructors (gosdins) have of late been
endeavouring to persuade them to adopt the tenets of Hinduism,
and many are said to have been converted. Marriage among the
Mikirs is purely a civil contract; a suitor makes an offering of rice-
spirits to the girl's parents, which, if accepted, signifies their consent to
the marriage, and a great feast takes place. Sometimes a man volun-
tarily engages to serve as a bondsman for a certain number of years
to his father-in-law, and in this case the marriage does not take
place till the expiration of the period of service. Polygamy is not